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I want to emphasize that this issue

has repercussions that go well beyond
poultry. Indeed, agricultural import
quotas are very much part of a broad
turn toward protectionism in Russian
economy policy.

This trend toward protectionism is
particularly disturbing when seen in
the light of overall United States-Rus-
sian Trade and United States foreign
assistance programs to Russia. Today,
the United States is running a trade
deficit with Russia that amounts to
over $2 billion annually. Import quotas
against poultry and other agricultural
imports will only further restrict ac-
cess to the Russian market by our
most competitive exports and will fur-
ther widen our trade deficit with Rus-
sia.

This is particularly outrageous when
one considers that since 1992 the Unit-
ed States has provided some $2.44 bil-
lion in foreign assistance to Russia.
Much of this assistance is designed to
help Russia develop a fully functioning
free market economy. The American
people would be well justified in ques-
tioning such assistance to countries
that close their markets to U.S. ex-
ports.

Should Russia actually decide to im-
pose trade quotas against American ex-
ports, it is essential that United States
Government respond with forceful and
immediate measures.

How we respond to protectionist poli-
cies by Moscow will be closely watched
by other beneficiaries of American for-
eign assistance, particularly those
among the former Republics of the So-
viet Union. Thus, Russia’s increasing
protectionism and our response to it
must be viewed through the lens not
only of trade, but also the broader di-
mensions of United States relations
with Russia, Central and Eastern Eu-
rope, and the world.

Mr. President, I am convinced that
we must send a strong message to Rus-
sia that we will not tolerate such bla-
tant protectionism. Any less of a re-
sponse will only send the wrong signal
to Moscow and other nations that pro-
tectionism is a legitimate policy tool
that they can use with impunity.

The Russian Government must un-
derstand that free trade is a two-way
street. If they want to benefit from our
foreign assistance, sell their products
and services to us, expand their econ-
omy, and become a full participant in
the global market place, then they are
going to have to let us sell our prod-
ucts and services to them. If they in-
sist on erecting protectionist trade
barriers, such as the import quotas,
then they must fully understand that
there will be a heavy price to pay.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
I make a point of order that a

quorum is not present.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll.
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to speak for up to 10 minutes as if in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico is recognized.

Mr. BINGAMAN. I thank the Chair.
(The remarks of Mr. BINGAMAN per-

taining to the introduction of S. 1697
are located in today’s RECORD under
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.’’)
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COMMEMORATING THE 81ST ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today
marks the 81st anniversary of the Ar-
menian genocide. Between 1915 and
1923, the Ottoman Empire in Turkey
subjected the Armenian people to a
brutal campaign of genocide that re-
sulted in the deaths of 11⁄2 million peo-
ple. Those who were not immediately
killed died during the forced deporta-
tion of the Armenian population. One-
third of the Armenian people died dur-
ing these 8 tragic years.

The crimes committed against the
Armenians are among the worst atroc-
ities in human history. Tragically, this
cruel and massive slaughter was only
the first of a succession of state-spon-
sored genocides carried out in this cen-
tury. The recent mass graves uncov-
ered in Bosnia remind us that the
world has still not learned the lessons
of the history of the Armenian, Jewish,
and Cambodian people.

I commend the Armenian Assembly
of America and the Armenian National
Committee of America for their im-
pressive continuing efforts to educate
Americans about Armenian history and
culture. The tireless work of these two
effective organizations gives renewed
hope and assurance that the extraor-
dinary sacrifices of the Armenian peo-
ple will never be forgotten, and that
the remarkable continuing contribu-
tions of Armenians to this country and
many other lands will always be re-
membered and honored.
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HEALTH INSURANCE REFORM ACT

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, yesterday
the Senate reported by a unanimous
vote of 100 yeas to 0 the Health Insur-
ance Reform Act, S. 1028.

This legislation is designed to help
millions of Americans gain access to
health insurance coverage as well as
keep their coverage when changing or
losing their jobs.

Over the past several days, I have re-
ceived numerous telephone calls and
inquiries from across the country re-
garding the antifraud and abuse provi-
sions which were added to the bill last
week. I understand that many of my
colleagues in the Senate and House
have received similar phone calls.

These individuals have expressed con-
cern over the bill’s implications for al-
ternative medicine as well as for serv-
ices provided by nonmedical health
care providers.

As my colleagues know, the Senate
approved on Thursday, April 18, 1996,
an amendment by Senators DOLE and
ROTH that contained a substantive new
health care antifraud and abuse pro-
gram. These provisions, now contained
under title V of S. 1028, were essen-
tially developed by my colleague, the
distinguished Senator from Maine,
Senator COHEN.

The antifraud and abuse provisions
are designed to provide for a more co-
ordinated Federal and State approach
in addressing health care fraud and
abuse, which is currently costing the
Federal Government and private pay-
ers billions of dollars a year.

This is an issue which has been the
subject of numerous congressional
hearings in both the Senate Judiciary
Committee and in the Special Commit-
tee on Aging over the past several
years.

It is evident there is a need for a
more enhanced program to appro-
priately address the growing and delib-
erate menace by perpetrators who de-
liberately scheme to defraud public and
private payers of scarce health care
dollars.

The health care antifraud and abuse
provisions are not new to the Senate or
the House. In large part, they were for-
mulated from the legislation developed
by Senator COHEN, S. 1088, and were, in
fact, similar to the provisions included
in the Balanced Budget Act as passed
by the Congress late last year.

Mr. President, I am concerned, how-
ever, that the antifraud provisions
could have unintended consequences
and adversely impact the care provided
by health care professionals who utilize
alternative therapies, such as herbal
treatments, or other nonmedical
health care providers.

It is certainly not my desire, and
based on my discussions, nor the intent
of my colleague Senator COHEN who
drafted the original antifraud lan-
guage, that these provisions in any
way impede consumers from access to
alternative or nonmedical treatment
therapies.

And, I would add that Senator COHEN
and I specifically addressed these con-
cerns in our colloquy on the floor of
the Senate last Thursday, April 18,
1996, although I know that many people
still have concerns.

I want to assure my colleagues in
both the Senate and House—and espe-
cially those individuals in the alter-
native and nonmedicine community—
that I will continue my efforts to clar-
ify, where necessary, and fine-tune the
language as the bill moves to the con-
ference committee.
f

FOREIGN OIL CONSUMED BY THE
UNITED STATES. HERE’S THE
WEEKLY BOX SCORE
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, the

American Petroleum Institute reports
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